SENTRAL COMMUNITY SCHOOL DISTRICT

Good Conduct Rule Acknowledgement

Student-Athlete Name 
Code No.  503.4
GOOD CONDUCT RULE

EXTRACURRICULAR ELIGIBILITY

Good Conduct Policy and Punishment for Violation
It is a privilege and an honor to have the opportunity to participate in activities offered by the Sentral Community School District. When students perform or compete in these activities at home or away, they are regarded as representatives of the Sentral Community Schools.  As such, they are expected to exhibit very high standards of conduct and sportsmanship at all times.

The Board and Administration hope to provide quality co-curricular programs as well as provide a positive, supportive environment from which each student can benefit.  Any student whose habits and/or conduct, both in and out of school during the school year and the summer, are such as to make him/her unworthy to represent the ideals, principles, and standards of the Sentral Community School may be ruled ineligible to participate in school activities. The determination of ineligibility and the period of ineligibility are the responsibility of the school administration.

Students who receive a one-day in-school suspension will have the option of missing the next scheduled event or doing 10 hours of community service.

DEFINITIONS


Event:  a co-curricular activity that is approved by the school administration and in which the student appears in public as a representative of the school on a particular date.


Co-curricular activities:  Athletics including football, volleyball, wrestling, cross country, basketball, track, golf, baseball, and softball;  Cheerleading (all sports) and any cheerleading competitions;  Band including marching band, pep band, jazz band, large and small group, competitions, and all concerts open to the public; Vocal  music including show choir, large and small group competitions, and all concerts open to the public; Drama Club; Contest Speech; FCCLA; FFA; National Honor Society; Peer Helpers; School Royalty;  Student Council; Quiz Bowl, BPA, Spanish Club, Drill Team; or any trip of any of the organizations listed above; any class trip, excluding field trips that are part of an academic course.


Suspension from activities:  begins immediately after determination of guilt and notification by a school administrator.


Honesty Policy:  reduction in penalty for a student who informs the principal of a particular violation of the Good Conduct Rule. The student must admit guilt to the principal no later than the first school day following the violation.  If the violation occurs in the summer, the student must inform the principal or the coach/advisor of the activity within 48 hours of the violation.  In any case, the student must inform the principal of violation before he/she is informed by Law Enforcement.  If a student misrepresents the facts, impedes an investigation, or fails to give all known information about his/her own guilt, the Honesty option will not be available.


School Officials:  defined as teachers, administrators, coaches and support staff who are employed by the district.


Possession:  defined as in the Code of Iowa.


Consumed:  when the odor of alcohol is detected by a school official or by a law enforcement officer on the student’s breath; when a breath test detects alcohol; when any medical test detects the presence of alcohol in the student’s system.


Used:  when any medical test detects the presence of illegal drugs in the student’s system.


Adolescent Intervention Course:  any course that a student must complete as part of an agreement to reduce a penalty assigned by the school or a court of law.  The course must be directly related to the violation. All 
costs will be borne by the student and/or parents(s)/guardian(s).


Categories:  defined as (1) alcohol violations; (2) illegal drug violations; (3) tobacco violations; and (4) all other violations.

STUDENT ELIGIBILITY

A student shall be considered in violation of the Good Conduct Rule if that student has:

been charged with a felony or charged with a misdemeanor by Law Enforcement (excluding traffic violations) as defined by the code of Iowa.

Consumed or possessed alcoholic beverages.

Used or possessed any form of tobacco.

Used, possessed, sold, or manufactured controlled substances or paraphernalia (including look-alike substances) as defined by the code of Iowa without a legal prescription.

Caused or attempted to cause damage (vandalism) to private property, school property, or any other public property.

Stolen or attempted to steal private property, school property, or any other public property.

Committed other serious offense which would violate the Iowa Criminal Code.

Committed any behavior deemed to be of serious/critical nature by the administration.

Review Panel

In the event that a violation occurs or a penalty must be assessed that is not addressed by the policy above, a review panel may be convened to determine the appropriate course of action. The panel shall consist of the principal handling the case, the coach/sponsor of the activity in question, one other coach/activity sponsor, the athletic director and two members of the good conduct policy advisory committee.

ESTABLISHMENT OF GUILT/PUNISHMENT

A student shall be determined to be guilty of a Good Conduct Rule violation if one or more of the following occur: 

The student admits a violation to a school official.

The student is observed or caught violating the Good Conduct Rule by a school official.

The student is determined to have violated the Good Conduct Rule by a school administrator.

The student is charged with a violation by Law Enforcement; enters or is assigned to complete an adolescent intervention course; is assigned to a juvenile court officer as a means to completing action as a result of violation of the Iowa Code; is assigned or agrees to community service and/or any other method of restitution; is placed on probation and action is dealt with by juvenile or other legal authorities; receives a deferred judgment; or receives deferred prosecution.

When the principal is informed of a possible violation of the Good Conduct Rule by the student, by Law Enforcement, or by any other school official, the matter shall be discussed with the student, and a determined of guilt is made, the principal shall inform the student of the punishment in accordance with the provision of this policy.  The punishment shall begin immediately upon determination of guilt by the principal.  Parents/guardians will be informed by letter of the violation and the punishment.

Due Process

If the student chooses not to accept the decision of the principal, the following appeal process shall begin.  If a due process appeal takes place in the summer, all references to “School day” shall mean normal business days (Monday through Friday), excluding legal holidays.

A parent/guardian may request a meeting with the principal to discuss the determination of guilt and the resulting punishment.

A student and/or a parent/guardian may appeal the decision of the principal in writing within two (2) school days to the Superintendent of Schools.  The Superintendent shall hear the appeal within two (2) school days after receipt of the appeal notice.  Witnesses may present pertinent information at the request of the student/parents or the principal. The decision by the Superintendent shall be made in writing within two (2) school days following the appeal meeting.

The decision of the Superintendent may be appealed within three (3) school days to the Board of Education by written notice to the Superintendent.  The Superintendent shall schedule the appeal for a regular or special meeting occurring with three (3) school days after receipt of the appeal notice.  The decision of the Board of Education shall be stated in the written minutes. The written decision will be provided to the parent(s)/guardian(s) within three (3) school days following the appeal. 

If, at any point, it is determined that the student is not guilty of violating the Good Conduct Rule, the student shall have his/her eligibility reinstated immediately.

PENALTIES

A student found to have violated the Good Conduct Rule shall be penalized as stated below.  If any penalty is not completed by the end of a season or school year, the principal shall determine the amount of penalty that carries over.  Any penalties that are carried over shall be served as completer games.  The student must complete the season for the activity and practice with the team in order for the ineligibility to be considered served.

Violations occurring after the student completes eighth grade (the last class day of the eighth grade year) shall become part of the student’s high school record.  Violations are cumulative and remain on the student’s record until the student graduates or withdraws from high school.  Violations occurring through the completion of eighth grade will not carry over to high school.  When more than one violation occurs during the same incident or on the same date, the violations will be considered as they become known to the principal. The principal may be asked to make a ruling on whether one violation or separate violations occurred.  If violations occurred on the same date, but notification to the principal occurred on two separate dates, they will be considered separate violations.  Two violations occurring at the same time but in different categories (such as using alcohol and using tobacco or using alcohol and committing vandalism) may be considered separate violations. When two violations occur at the same time, the penalties for each separate violation will be added together to determine the length of ineligibility.  The student will, in cases such as this, be considered to have violated this policy twice.

Ineligibility for participants in the following groups will run concurrently with any athletic ineligibility.  A student must complete the assigned punishment before participating in a public performance or competition:


Drama Club, Contest Speech, FFA, FCCLA, Peer Helpers, Spanish Club, School Royalty, Student Council, BPA, Quiz Bowl, National Honor Society, Class Trip.

If an adolescent intervention course is not available, ten (10) hours of community/school service may instead be completed on a first violation to reduce a penalty under Column C.  For a second violation, twenty (20) hours of community/school service may be completed.  All hours must be completed before participating in a public performance or competition.

First Violation

There are three options that may apply to first violations of the policy.

If the student does not admit guilt before the principal is informed (see Honesty Policy) but is determined to be guilty, the penalty is listed under column A.

If the student admits guilt before the principal is informed (see Honesty Policy) but does not take an adolescent-intervention course, the penalty is listed under column B.

If the student admits guilt before the principal is informed (see Honesty Policy) and agrees to take an adolescent-intervention course, the penalty is listed under Column C.

The penalties listed below are for varsity athletes.  For athletes whose main team is junior varsity or freshman, the number of events missed shall be determined by taking percentages of the following:

The number of varsity events scheduled

The penalty listed below as compared to the number of varsity events

The number of lower-level events scheduled.

In no case will a portion of a game be missed.

This section will not apply if a student has previously been assigned a period of ineligibility for an alcohol violation under this policy. Since a student’s eligibility record is cleared upon completion of middle school, this policy may be applied only once during middle school and once during high school.

Students found at a party where alcohol is available will be subject to a reduced penalty if they meet ALL of the following conditions:

· The student does not run, hide, or attempt to escape from law enforcement.

· The student willingly submits to a breath test administered by law enforcement officials at the party.

· The breath test shows that the student has not consumed any alcohol.

A student who meets ALL of the conditions stated above must:


miss the next event that he/she would be a participant OR the student must complete 10 hours of unpaid school/community service.  The unpaid service must be completed before the student can again participate in any public performance or activity.

The penalty will be documented in the student’s discipline file, but it will NOT count as one of the three violations listed below.

Activity





Col. A
    Col. B     Col. C
Football, FB Cheerleaders
      

     3
        2
           1

Volleyball



      

     6
        4
           3

Basketball, BkB Cheerleaders
      

     6
        4
           3

Track, Golf, Cross Country, Wrestling

     3              2
           1

Softball, Baseball




     8
        4
           3

***Note:  Off-season scheduled events also apply for cheerleaders.  An ineligible cheerleader may not participate in pep meetings, and they will not count as an “event” when serving a period of ineligibility.


Drama Club, Contest Speech, FFA, FCCLA, Peer Helpers, Spanish Club, School Royalty, Student Council, Class/Field Trip, Quiz Bowl, BPA, Drill Team, National Honor Society (***see note below)







       1 event plus 1 event plus 1 event







         10 hrs CS
    5 hrs. CS     none

Show Choir, Pep Band,
Contest

      2 events plus 1 event plus 1 event

Marching Band, Jazz Band

         10 hrs CS     5 hrs CS       none

Ineligible pep band members may not participate in pep meetings, and they will not count as an “event” when serving a period of ineligibility.

***Note:  National Honor Society will be punished according to the by-laws of the organization.

Grades 7/8

Activity





Col. A
    Col. B     Col. C
Football, FB Cheerleaders
      

     2
1+5 hrs CS      1

Volleyball



      

     3
        2
           1

Basketball, BkB Cheerleaders
      

     3
        2
           1

Track, Golf, Cross Country, Wrestling

     2      1+5 hrs CS      1

***Note:  Off-season scheduled events also apply for cheerleaders. An ineligible cheerleader may not participate in pep meetings, and they will not count as an “event” when serving a period of ineligibility.

PALs, Student Council, Class Trips
      1 event plus 1 event plus 1 event







         10 hrs CS
    5 hrs. CS     none

Vocal Music, Band



      2 events plus 1 event plus 1 event







         10 hrs CS     5 hrs CS       none

MANDATORY—student meets one time with a school administrator to discuss the expectations and consequences of students who violate our District’s extra-curricular eligibility policy.

Second Violation

If a second violation occurs within 120 calendar days, the honesty provisions will not apply.  An adolescent intervention course, if available, at the expense of the student/parent(s) will be mandatory if it is second violation under any category. If the student takes the adolescent intervention course, the penalty will be as listed under Column B.  If not, Column A penalties will apply.

A chemical dependency evaluation (if the violation is alcohol or illegal drug use/possession) will be optional at the expense of the student/parent(s).  If the student completes the evaluation and follows the recommendations of the evaluator, the penalty will be as listed under Column B.  If not, Column A penalties will apply.

MANDATORY—student must do five (5) hours of community service to be completed at school.  The student is not eligible until community service is completed.

MANDATORY—student has one time a week contact with a school counselor or administrator during period of ineligibility.

Activity





Col. A
    Col. B     Col. C
Football, FB Cheerleaders
      

     4
        3
           2

Volleyball



      

     9
        7
           5

Basketball, BkB Cheerleaders
      

     9
        7
           5

Track, Golf, Cross Country, Wrestling

     5              3
           2

Softball, Baseball




    12
        8
           6

***Note:  Off-season scheduled events also apply for cheerleaders.  An ineligible cheerleader may not participate in pep meetings, and they will not count as an “event” when serving a period of ineligibility.

A student must miss the next event in which he/she would participate and complete 10 hours of community service before participating in a public performance of these activities:


Drama Club, Contest Speech, FFA, FCCLA, Peer Helpers, Spanish Club, School Royalty, Student Council, Class Trip, BPA, Quiz Bowl, National Honor Society.

A student in one or both music programs must miss the next four events and complete 10 hours of community service before participating in a public performance or competition. Events listed in the previous paragraph may be used to satisfy the four-event requirement.  The community service listed in the previous paragraph may be used to satisfy the requirement for the music programs.  Ineligible pep band members may not participate in pep meetings, and they will not count as an “event” when serving a period of ineligibility.

Grades 7/8

Activity





Col. A
    Col. B     Col. C
Football, FB Cheerleaders
      

     3
        2     1+5 hrs CS

Volleyball



      

     4
        3
           2

Basketball, BkB Cheerleaders
      

     4
        3
           2

Track, Golf, Cross Country, Wrestling

     3
        2     1+ 5 hrs CS

***Note:  Off-season scheduled events also apply for cheerleaders. An ineligible cheerleader may not participate in pep meetings, and they will not count as an “event” when serving a period of ineligibility.

A student must miss the next event in which he/she would participate and complete 5 hours of community service before participating in a public performance of these activities:


PALs, Student Council, Class Trips

A student in one or both music programs must miss the next two events and complete 5 hours of community service before participating in a public performance or competition. Events listed in the previous paragraph may be used to satisfy the two-event requirement.  The community service listed in the previous paragraph may be used to satisfy the requirement for the music programs.  Ineligible pep band members may not participate in pep meetings, and they will not count as an “event” when serving a period of ineligibility.

Third violation

A student who violates the Good Conduct Rule for a third time shall be ineligible for all co-curricular activities for 365 calendar days.

A student who has been declared ineligible for 365 calendar days because of a third offense may, at the end of 182 calendar days, petition the Board of Education in writing to have his/her eligibility reinstated.  The student may be asked to appear before the Board to request reinstatement and state reasons for the request.  Consideration for reinstatement of eligibility will be based on the student’s conduct in and out of school, school attendance, and scholastic performance during the period of ineligibility. Students reinstated will be placed on probation for 182 calendar days.  If a student violates our District’s eligibility policy during their probation period, their probation would be lifted and they would be declared ineligible for 365 calendar days.

MANDATORY—student must do ten (10) hours of community service to be completed at school.  The student is not eligible until community service is completed.

MANDATORY—student has one time a week contact with a school counselor or administrator during period of ineligibility.

Fourth violation

A student who violates the Good Conduct Rule for a fourth time shall be ineligible for all co-curricular activities for 365 calendar days.

A student who has been declared ineligible for 365 calendar days because of a third offense may, at the end of 182 calendar days, petition the Board of Education in writing to have his/her eligibility reinstated.  The student may be asked to appear before the Board to request reinstatement and state reasons for the request.  Consideration for reinstatement of eligibility will be based on the student’s conduct in and out of school, school attendance, and scholastic performance during the period of ineligibility. Students reinstated will be placed on probation for 182 calendar days.  If a student violates our District’s eligibility policy during their probation period, their probation would be lifted and they would be declared ineligible for 365 calendar days.

MANDATORY—student must do forty (40) hours of community service to be completed at school.  The student is not eligible until community service is completed.

MANDATORY—student has one time a week contact with a school counselor or administrator during period of ineligibility.

Fifth violation

A student who violates the Good Conduct Rule for a fifth time shall be ineligible for all co-curricular activities for 365 calendar days.

A student who has been declared ineligible for 365 calendar days because of a third offense may, at the end of 182 calendar days, petition the Board of Education in writing to have his/her eligibility reinstated.  The student may be asked to appear before the Board to request reinstatement and state reasons for the request.  Consideration for reinstatement of eligibility will be based on the student’s conduct in and out of school, school attendance, and scholastic performance during the period of ineligibility. Students reinstated will be placed on probation for 182 calendar days.  If a student violates our District’s eligibility policy during their probation period, their probation would be lifted and they would be declared ineligible for 365 calendar days.

MANDATORY—student must do sixty (60) hours of community service to be completed at school.  The student is not eligible until community service is completed.

MANDATORY—student has one time a week contact with a school counselor or administrator during period of ineligibility.

SPORTSMANSHIP
Sentral Community High School prides itself in the area of sportsmanship. We encourage students and parents to act in the manner that reflects our school. Remember to treat our guests as we would like to be treated.

SPECTATOR CONDUCT (Public Conduct on School Premises Iowa Code §716.7):  Individuals disrupting school activities will be asked to stop the disruption and may be asked to leave the school grounds, temporarily or permanently.

Approved     8-20-07    
Reviewed                    
Revised                   
We, the parent(s)/guardian(s) and the student-athlete, have completely read, fully understand, and voluntarily accept the above terms and conditions. 


Student-Athlete Signature


    Date


Parent/Guardian Signature


    Date


Parent/Guardian Signature


    Date

